SEEVBALDT, HELEN

Helen is a 94-year-old woman with history of lung mass, dementia, and change in mentation. Recent CT shows increased tumor size consistent with cancer. The patient has decided against any further treatment and subsequently has been admitted to hospice. The patient has anemia, protein-calorie malnutrition, decreased weight, and mediastinal mass with suspect lung cancer with distant metastasis. The patient lives in a nursing home and he is now having increased pain, decreased appetite requiring pain medication around the clock and increased anxiety. Hospice will be able to help patient and family deal with her current situation and the patient definitely has less than six months to live given her advanced stage. The origin of this cancer is thought to be malignant neoplasm of thymus with metastasis to the mediastinum as well as lymph nodes in the lungs. The patient requires pain medication and medication to keep her anxiety under control expected to do poorly again. She is hospice appropriate given her age and above findings.
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